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NONFAT DRY MILK, BUTTERMILK & WHOLE MILK 
 

Prices represent carlot/trucklot quantities for domestic and export sales packaged in 25 kg. or 50 lb. bags, or totes, spray process, dollars per pound. 

 
NONFAT DRY MILK - CENTRAL AND EAST      

 
CENTRAL: Low/medium heat nonfat dry milk (NDM) prices shifted 
higher on the range and bottom of the mostly price series. Expectations for 
NDM output and production from near-term and into 2019 are lower. In 
recent months, producers have been reporting steady demand with few to no 
extra spot loads available for offer. This week, they suggest demand has 
perked up and availability is unchanged. Additionally, contacts relay 
Mexican demand is trending up. Therefore, market tones are generally 
bullish. High heat NDM prices shifted up on the top of the range. High heat 
NDM trading was slow following the holiday week. Demand is still present, 
although there is a general balance in the high heat NDM market as 
production remains primarily based on contracts. 
EAST: Low/medium heat nonfat dry milk (NDM) prices have shifted 
higher on both ends of the range and the bottom of the mostly price series 
this week. Spot load prices have increased on the market. Low/medium heat 
drying time is stable to decreased currently, due to lower milk volumes 
clearing into manufacturers' intakes. Manufacturers' supplies are fairly 
stable, and some operations' inventories are committed to contracts for the 
end of the year. The demand is steady to somewhat increased, as some 
market participants are willing to purchase spot loads at increased prices. 
Moreover, there are some reports of an uptick in export trades. The market 
undertone is steady to firming. High heat NDM prices are steady on the 
bottom, yet shifted higher on the top of the range this week. Production 
schedules are limited, but some manufacturers are taking the time to dry 
high heat for customers' needs. In general, there are very few offers on the 
spot market. Overall, market conditions are stable to quiet. 
  
Prices for: Eastern and Central U.S., All First Sales, F.O.B., Extra Grade & Grade A, 
Conventional, and Edible Nonfat Dry Milk 
Price Range - Low & Medium Heat; $/LB:                  .8500 - .9600  
Mostly Range - Low & Medium Heat; $/LB:                 .8900 - .9200  
 
Prices for: Eastern and Central U.S., All First Sales, F.O.B., Extra Grade & Grade A, 
Conventional, and Edible Nonfat Dry Milk 
Price Range - High Heat; $/LB:                           .9800 - 1.0600  
 
Secondary Sourced Information: 
 
At the CME Group, Wednesday, Grade A NDM closed $0.9100, up 
$0.0125 from last Wednesday  
 
 

 
 

NONFAT DRY MILK - WEST      
 
Western low/medium heat nonfat dry milk (NDM) production was very 
heavy during the past holiday weekend as most balancing plants were 
running at full capacity. However, this week, NDM output has plateaued 
somewhat. At this point, NDM inventories are highly committed thru 
contractual needs, thus, are becoming less available in the f.o.b. spot 
market. This is reflected by upward pricing trends during this week. Cash 
prices for western low/medium heat nonfat dry milk (NDM) shifted up on 
the range and are steady to slightly higher on the mostly range. Futures 
values for the remainder of Q4 and Q1 inched up, too. International 
demands from Mexico and Asia are still strong, while the domestic interest 
from bakers and cheese makers is robust ahead of the year-end holiday 
needs. Meanwhile, prices for high heat NDM are also higher this week, 
shadowing low/medium NDM upward pricing movements. Buyer interest 
for high heat NDM is active, especially from the confectionary industry. 
Production is sporadic, driven by contractual needs. High heat NDM 
supplies are less available in the regional spot market. 
  
Prices for: Western U.S., All First Sales, F.O.B., Extra Grade & Grade A, 
Conventional, and Edible Nonfat Dry Milk 
Price Range - Low & Medium Heat; $/LB:                   .8350 - .9600  
Mostly Range - Low & Medium Heat; $/LB:                    .8800 - .9300  
 
Prices for: Western U.S., All First Sales, F.O.B., Extra Grade & Grade A, 
Conventional, and Edible Nonfat Dry Milk 
Price Range - High Heat; $/LB:                         1.0200 - 1.0950  
 
 

 
CALIFORNIA MANUFACTURING PLANTS - NONFAT DRY MILK  
 
***The California Department of Food and Agriculture is no longer issuing 
weekly nonfat dry milk prices.  
 

 
 
 

DRY BUTTERMILK - CENTRAL AND EAST      
 
CENTRAL: Dry buttermilk prices shifted up on the bottom of the price 
range. Dry buttermilk loads are attainable, but at a cost, as demand is 
overshadowing most producers' recently produced availability. Production 
has kept up with contracts, but as milkfat levels have trended lower this fall 
compared to recent years, buttermilk drying has followed suit. Centrally, a 
majority of reported spot loads are pushing above the $.90 mark and into the 
middle $.90s. Buyers are more active ahead of the year’s end, and producers 
are confident they can sell any extra buttermilk powder on the spot market 
or rededicate it to contractual obligations if necessary. Current dry 
buttermilk market tones are bullish. 
EAST: Dry buttermilk prices are higher on the bottom of the range, but 
unchanged on the top this week. Spot load trading activity is limited in the 
region, as many manufacturers do not have additional supplies to offer. 
Cream demand continues to be strong from Class II manufacturers. Dry 
buttermilk production is lower at this time. The majority of inventories are 
clearing to contracted needs. Dry buttermilk interest is seasonally healthy, 
but supplies are short. Some traders have purchased name brand, less than 
load supplies from resellers to cover their customers' requests. There are 
some anticipations of more loads becoming available on the spot market in 
the near future. The market tone is steady to somewhat strengthened. 
  
Prices for: Eastern and Central U.S., All First Sales, F.O.B., Conventional, and Edible 
Buttermilk 
Price Range ; $/LB:                                      .8800 - .9775  
 
 

 
DRY BUTTERMILK - WEST      

 
In the west region, dry buttermilk f.o.b. spot prices are mixed as a few 
regional transactions pulled up the bottom prices of the range and mostly 
series, while the tops remained steady. During this post-holiday week, dry 
buttermilk production is less active as most condensed buttermilk intakes 
have been clearing into other cream-based dairy product manufacturing 
needs such as seasonal ice cream. Spot sale activity for dry buttermilk has 
been light throughout the week as the bulk of supplies is highly committed 
thru contracts. Requests come mainly from the bakery sector, as bakers are 
increasing their output schedules for the year-end holidays. 
  
Prices for: Western U.S., All First Sales, F.O.B., Conventional, and Edible Buttermilk 
Price Range ; $/LB:                                      .8450 - .9500  
Mostly Range - ; $/LB:                                   .8700 - .9300  
 

 
 

DRY WHOLE MILK - U.S.  
 
Driven by an increase on cream availability across the country, cash prices 
for national dry whole milk shifted down on light trading, during this post-
holiday week. The dry whole milk market tone varies in each region of the 
country, but is generally unsettled at a national level. Dry whole milk 
production has increased in some plants, mainly prompted by higher farm 
milk/cream intakes throughout the country. Thus, inventories are enough to 
cover contractual and spot needs. 
  
Prices for: U.S., All First Sales, F.O.B., Conventional, and Edible Dry Whole Milk 
Price Range  - 26% Butterfat; $/LB:                      1.5000 - 1.6000  
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