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NORTHEAST 
 

Cream supplies were heavier into butter manufacturing over the long 
holiday weekend, with the majority of butter produced headed to print lines 
when possible. However, cream interest from other end-users did ramp back 
up this week, reducing the volume of cream being churned in the Northeast. 
Print orders are active around the remaining holiday as promotions and 
features continue to extend good retail and club store sales. Spot loads of 
bulk butter are scarce in the region, while the bulk price for domestic butter 
is 6 to 8 over market with various time frames and averages used. Tuesday's 
trading on the CME Group saw a close at $2.2150, down $0.0875 compared 
to the previous Tuesday. The butter market is unsettled, with prices inching 
lower, as end of year factors remain in play.  
 
Prices for: Eastern U.S., All First Sales, F.O.B., Grade AA, Conventional, 
and Edible Butter 
Bulk Basis Pricing  - 80% Butterfat $/LB:                         +0.0500 - +0.0800  
 
 

 
 
 
 

CENTRAL 
 

Historically speaking, butter markets typically see a significant decline this 
time of year. The difference of the weekly average CME butter market 
price, between weeks 48 and 52, from 2013 to 2017, is a decrease of 
$.2415. Contacts are concerned about the potentiality of a large drop-off 
this year, and this week’s markets have done little to facilitate any relief. 
Cream is becoming more available for butter makers in the region, although 
some suggest the momentum is slow to build. Micro-fixing maintains at a 
steady pace. Producers suggest milkfat stores in the region are lower this 
year than in previous years. Butter inventories are balanced to declining 

following the Thanksgiving push. Orders are sustaining ahead of the year-
end holidays.  
 
Prices for: Central U.S., All First Sales, F.O.B., Grade AA, Conventional, 
and Edible Butter 
Bulk Basis Pricing  - 80% Butterfat $/LB:                        +0.0400 - +0.0700  
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEST 
 

Western butter contacts say retail sales have been strong, and print orders 
are coming in for the final holiday push. Manufacturers find themselves 
betwixt the Q4 holidays. With the realization that holiday orders may soon 
fall off, some manufacturers are pulling back on production. They are 
content to use the cream at their disposal, or sell off some cream as the 
opportunity arises, but they do not want to pay the higher multiples for 
additional cream going into the churns. Butter inventories are seasonally 
lower, and butter makers know they will have the opportunity to rebuild 
butter stocks after the holidays.  
 
Prices for: Western U.S., All First Sales, F.O.B., Grade AA, Conventional, 
and Edible Butter 
Bulk Basis Pricing  - 80% Butterfat $/LB:                           0.0000 - +0.0700  
 
Secondary Sourced Information:  
 
The Grade AA butter price at the CME Group on Wednesday closed at 
$2.2000, compared to the weekly average price of $2.3042 from last week.  

 
 

 CONTINUED ON PAGE 2A 

NATIONAL DAIRY PRODUCTS SALES REPORT 
U.S. AVERAGES AND TOTAL POUNDS 

WEEK ENDING 
 
11/24/2018 

BUTTER 
 

2.2575 
1,771,996 

CHEESE  40# BLOCKS 
 

1.4782 
10,093,097 

CHEESE BARRELS 
38% MOISTURE 

1.3615 
11,503,607 

DRY WHEY 
 

.4587 
4,528,377 

NDM 
 

.8851 
9,802,654 

     

Further data and revisions may be found on the internet at: http://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/mmr/dmr 

BUTTER MARKETS 

-2- 

NOTICE: As of July 30, 2018, Dairy Market News no longer publishes CME Group sale, bid, or offer trading activity. Five days of trad-
ing information can be found at www.cmegroup.com/trading/agricultural/spot-call-data.html 

Prices shown are in U.S. dollars per lb. in carlot quantities. Carlot unit weights: CHEESE, 40,000-44,000 lbs.; NONFAT DRY MILK, 41,000-45,000 lbs.; BUTTER, 40,000-43,000 lbs.;DRY 
WHEY, 41,000-45,000 lbs. Weekly Change is the sum of Daily Price Changes. Weekly Average is the simple average of the Daily Cash Close prices for the calendar week. Weekly Average 
Change is the difference between current and previous Weekly Average. Computed by Dairy Market News for informational purposes. This data is available on the  Internet at 
WWW.AMS.USDA.GOV/MARKET-NEWS/DAIRY  

 
 

COMMODITY  MONDAY 
 NOV 26 

 TUESDAY 
 NOV 27 

WEDNESDAY 
NOV 28 

 THURSDAY 
 NOV 29 

 FRIDAY 
 NOV 30 

::  WEEKLY 
 CHANGE 

::  WEEKLY 
 AVERAGE 

  

CHEESE                   

 BARRELS $1.2400 
(N.C.) 

$1.2500 
(+0.0100) 

$1.2400 
(-0.0100) 

$1.3100 
(+0.0700) 

$1.3150 
(+0.0050) 

:: 
:: 

 
(+0.0750) 

:: 
:: 

$1.2710 
(+0.0085) 

 40 POUND BLOCKS $1.3500 
(+0.0050) 

$1.3550 
(+0.0050) 

$1.3600 
(+0.0050) 

$1.3600 
(N.C.) 

$1.3600 
(N.C.) 

:: 
:: 

 
(+0.0150) 

:: 
:: 

$1.3570 
(-0.0080) 

NONFAT DRY MILK                   

 GRADE A $0.9050 
(+0.0075) 

$0.9100 
(+0.0050) 

$0.9100 
(N.C.) 

$0.9025 
(-0.0075) 

$0.9050 
(+0.0025) 

:: 
:: 

 
(+0.0075) 

:: 
:: 

$0.9065 
(+0.0165) 

BUTTER                   

 GRADE AA $2.2300 
(-0.0500) 

$2.2150 
(-0.0150) 

$2.2000 
(-0.0150) 

$2.2225 
(+0.0225) 

$2.2425 
(+0.0200) 

:: 
:: 

 
(-0.0375) 

:: 
:: 

$2.2220 
(-0.0822) 

DRY WHEY                   

 EXTRA GRADE $0.4200 
(-0.0050) 

$0.4275 
(+0.0075) 

$0.4275 
(N.C.) 

$0.4250 
(-0.0025) 

$0.4350 
(+0.0100) 

:: 
:: 

 
(+0.0100) 

:: 
:: 

$0.4270 
(+0.0020) 

Lenovo
Evidenziato

Lenovo
Evidenziato


