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NORTHEAST 
 

Butter manufacturing is active and expected to increase over the course of 
the holiday week. While Class II operations have pulled heavily on the 
region's cream volumes, butter producers in the region are set to receive and 
process holiday surplus cream to balance the good seasonal butter demand 
and the restocking of uncommitted butter inventory. Eastern cream 
multiples are expected to dip as low as the mid-120s this week. In general, 
overall orders slowed this week, but fill-in orders do occur. Retail butter 
demand is strong as a few buyers, who delayed purchasing, return to the 
market. Food service orders are good as restaurants and other outlets make 
ready for the yearend/New Year’s holiday period. The bulk butter price for 
domestic sales is 6 to 8 over market with various time frames and averages 
used.  

 
Prices for: Eastern U.S., All First Sales, F.O.B., Grade AA, Conventional, 
and Edible Butter 
Bulk Basis Pricing  - 80% Butterfat $/LB:                         +0.0500 - +0.0800  
 
Secondary Sourced Information: 
 
This week, a cooperative export assistance program accepted requests for 
export assistance to sell 606,271 pounds (275 metric tons) of butter.  

 
 
 

CENTRAL 
 

Midwestern butter makers report demand is expectedly strong. In some 
cases, outside of contracts, butter producers do not have availability for spot 
buyers. Micro-fixing remains priority number one for plants remaining open 
most of the week, but some producers are closing plants for multiple days, 
and throughout the weekend. Cream is more available, but not as much as 
was expected during the holiday week. Some Central region butter churns 

are clearing cream from the West, as locally produced cream is continuing 
to make its way into Class II manufacturing within the region. Butter 
markets are steadily bullish, as Monday’s CME hit the $2.30 mark for the 
first time since the second day in the month.  
 
Prices for: Central U.S., All First Sales, F.O.B., Grade AA, Conventional, 
and Edible Butter 
Bulk Basis Pricing  - 80% Butterfat $/LB:                         +0.0400 - +0.0700  
 
Secondary Sourced Information: 
 
This week, a cooperative export assistance program accepted requests for 
716,502 (325 metric tons) pounds of butter. So far this year, the program 
has assisted member cooperatives who have contracts to sell 14.558 million 
pounds of butter (82% milkfat) in export markets.  

 
 
 
 

WEST 
 
In the West, cream inventories are adequate for butter manufacturing. Print 
butter production is still active as it is being used to fulfill last minute 
grocery store orders. Most processors have previously shipped their 
Thanksgiving orders and are preparing to churn more cream when other 
processing facilities close for the holiday. As transportation allows, eastern 
buyers are sourcing their butter needs in the West due to limited butter 
availability in their region. In general, butter supplies in the West are 
balanced with current demand. Retail and club store requests for print butter 
are very good. Bulk butter pricing in the West this week is 1 cent to 7 cents 
above the market, based on the CME Group with various periods and 
averages used.  

 
 

 CONTINUED ON PAGE 2A 

NATIONAL DAIRY PRODUCTS SALES REPORT 
U.S. AVERAGES AND TOTAL POUNDS 

WEEK ENDING 
 
(Information is unavailable 
at publication time) 

BUTTER CHEESE  40# BLOCKS 
 

CHEESE BARRELS 
38% MOISTURE 

DRY WHEY NDM 

     

Further data and revisions may be found on the internet at: http://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/mmr/dmr 

BUTTER MARKETS 

-2- 

NOTICE: As of July 30, 2018, Dairy Market News no longer publishes CME Group sale, bid, or offer trading activity. Five days of trad-
ing information can be found at www.cmegroup.com/trading/agricultural/spot-call-data.html 

Prices shown are in U.S. dollars per lb. in carlot quantities. Carlot unit weights: CHEESE, 40,000-44,000 lbs.; NONFAT DRY MILK, 41,000-45,000 lbs.; BUTTER, 40,000-43,000 lbs.;DRY 
WHEY, 41,000-45,000 lbs. Weekly Change is the sum of Daily Price Changes. Weekly Average is the simple average of the Daily Cash Close prices for the calendar week. Weekly Average 
Change is the difference between current and previous Weekly Average. Computed by Dairy Market News for informational purposes. This data is available on the  Internet at 
WWW.AMS.USDA.GOV/MARKET-NEWS/DAIRY  

 
 

COMMODITY  MONDAY 
 NOV 19 

 TUESDAY 
 NOV 20 

WEDNESDAY 
NOV 21 

 THURSDAY 
 NOV 22 

 FRIDAY 
 NOV 23 

::  WEEKLY 
 CHANGE 

::  WEEKLY 
 AVERAGE 

  
CHEESE                   
 BARRELS $1.2975 

(-0.0625) 
$1.2500 
(-0.0475) 

$1.2400 
(-0.0100) 

No Trading No Trading :: 
:: 

 
(-0.1200) 

:: 
:: 

$1.2625 
(-0.0880) 

 40 POUND BLOCKS $1.4100 
(-0.0425) 

$1.3400 
(-0.0700) 

$1.3450 
(+0.0050) 

No Trading No Trading :: 
:: 

 
(-0.1075) 

:: 
:: 

$1.3650 
(-0.0350) 

NONFAT DRY MILK                   
 GRADE A $0.8850 

(N.C.) 
$0.8875 
(+0.0025) 

$0.8975 
(+0.0100) 

No Trading No Trading :: 
:: 

 
(+0.0125) 

:: 
:: 

$0.8900 
(+0.0185) 

BUTTER                   
 GRADE AA $2.3300 

(+0.0550) 
$2.3025 
(-0.0275) 

$2.2800 
(-0.0225) 

No Trading No Trading :: 
:: 

 
(+0.0050) 

:: 
:: 

$2.3042 
(+0.0612) 

DRY WHEY                   
 EXTRA GRADE $0.4300 

(N.C.) 
$0.4200 
(-0.0100) 

$0.4250 
(+0.0050) 

No Trading No Trading :: 
:: 

 
(-0.0050) 

:: 
:: 

$0.4250 
(-0.0050) 


