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NONFAT DRY MILK, BUTTERMILK & WHOLE MILK 
 

Prices represent carlot/trucklot quantities for domestic and export sales packaged in 25 kg. or 50 lb. bags, or totes, spray process, dollars per pound. 

 
NONFAT DRY MILK - CENTRAL AND EAST      

 
CENTRAL: Low/medium heat nonfat dry milk (NDM) prices held steady 
on a slow trading week. Buyers are interested, and although it varies by 
producer, loads are available. The inertia lies in the price disconnect 
between buyers and sellers. Although most prices are finding a window in 
the mid to higher $.80s, some buyers report a plan to hold out until prices 
make their way closer to the low end of the current range. On the other end, 
producers suggest demand is strong enough to maintain current price points. 
Production increases are expected, as cheese production has slowed and 
more milk is being dispersed into other processing facilities. High heat 
NDM prices slipped on the top of the price range. High heat trading is also 
fairly quiet this week, but winter holidays have some contacts expectant of a 
renewed interest following Thanksgiving. The NDM market tone has been 
nearly mute. Contacts suggest news regarding intervention stocks in the 
European Union indicate those stocks are closer to being cleared, and this 
may be bullish to the U.S. market as exports have slowed recently. 
EAST: Trading activity is steady to somewhat quiet this week. The low/
medium heat nonfat dry milk (NDM) range and mostly prices are both 
unchanged, as spot load prices are within the price series. Current demand is 
moderate, yet as the holiday approaches, some buyers have adequate 
supplies and are not looking on the spot market. Milk production in the 
region is fairly level. Low/medium heat NDM production is seasonally 
lower. There are some expectations of more milk clearing into Class IV 
production once the holiday is here. Inventories are steady to somewhat 
limited as some manufacturers' stocks are committed through the end of the 
year. The market undertone is steady to flat. High heat NDM prices inched 
down on the top of the range this week. Some manufacturers are taking the 
time to dry high heat. Interest is increasing as the holiday baking season is 
here. Although spot prices decreased, market conditions are fairly 
unchanged. 
  
Prices for: Eastern and Central U.S., All First Sales, F.O.B., Extra Grade & Grade A, 
Conventional, and Edible Nonfat Dry Milk 
Price Range - Low & Medium Heat; $/LB:                  .8200 - .9350  
Mostly Range - Low & Medium Heat; $/LB:                 .8800 - .9200  
 
Prices for: Eastern and Central U.S., All First Sales, F.O.B., Extra Grade & Grade A, 
Conventional, and Edible Nonfat Dry Milk 
Price Range - High Heat; $/LB:                           .9800 - 1.0400  
 

 
NONFAT DRY MILK - WEST     

 
Western free on board spot prices for low/medium heat nonfat dry milk 
(NDM) are mixed on moderated trading. Opinions about the current market 
tone differ among industry participants. For example, some NDM 
processors agree that the market is stabilizing, since supplies are mostly in 
balance with the demands of their customers. In addition, according to 
them, NDM future values for the rest of the year and Q1 inched up, 
reflecting a positive feeling within the market in the immediate and short 
term. On the other hand, some buyers/end users think that the market is 
showing signs of weakness basically for two main reasons. Fist, NDM 
stocks are steadily building, prompted by higher regional farm milk 
production. The second reason is the continuous strengthening of the dollar, 
which is hampering exports to some processors. Nevertheless, demands 
from Mexico remain strong, paying prices close to the top of the range as 
the Mexican market is less elastic than the domestic in terms of prices and 
needs. Meanwhile, western low/medium heat nonfat dry milk production is 
ongoing with output expected to pick up during the upcoming holiday 
weekend. High heat nonfat dry milk prices are unchanged from the previous 
week. Production is mostly determined by contractual needs. Demands from 
bakers and dry mix manufacturers are fair/good, while supplies are mixed in 
the spot market. 
  
Prices for: Western U.S., All First Sales, F.O.B., Extra Grade & Grade A, 
Conventional, and Edible Nonfat Dry Milk 
Price Range - Low & Medium Heat; $/LB:                  .8200 - .9350  
Mostly Range - Low & Medium Heat; $/LB:                 .8800 - .9200  
 
Prices for: Western U.S., All First Sales, F.O.B., Extra Grade & Grade A, 
Conventional, and Edible Nonfat Dry Milk 
 
Price Range - High Heat; $/LB:                           1.0000 - 1.0900  

 
CALIFORNIA MANUFACTURING PLANTS - NONFAT DRYMILK  
 
***The California Department of Food and Agriculture is no longer issuing 
weekly nonfat dry milk prices.  
 

 
 

DRY BUTTERMILK - CENTRAL AND EAST      
 

CENTRAL: Dry buttermilk prices pushed up slightly atop the range, as 
demand continues to outshine supplies. Demand is strong, particularly if 
loads are recently produced. Contacts in the upper Midwest suggest milkfat 
supplies remain relatively tight, but overall milk supplies saw a little uptick 
this week. Buttermilk drying activity has increased seasonally, but it 
remains somewhat sporadic. Some producers report their loads remain 
solely contract-based. Buttermilk powder market tones are steady to slightly 
bullish. 
EAST: Buttermilk powder prices are steady on the bottom, but inched up 
on the top of the price range this week. In the East, spot loads are currently 
hard to come by. Dry buttermilk production is intermittent, due to the tight 
cream supply and less active churning schedules. Some traders are 
expanding their network to resellers, and purchasing less than load orders 
from manufacturers at higher prices. Current demand is fairly moderate. 
Market conditions are steady to slightly strengthened. 
  
Prices for: Eastern and Central U.S., All First Sales, F.O.B., Conventional, and Edible 
Buttermilk 
Price Range ; $/LB:                                      .8800 - .9775  
 
 
 

 
DRY BUTTERMILK - WEST 

 
Western dry buttermilk free on board spot prices are unchanged on light 
trading. The market tone remains firm, in part supported by strong seasonal 
butterfat needs. Requests from bakers, ice cream, and dry mix 
manufacturers are active ahead of the upcoming year-end holiday needs. 
Currently, condensed buttermilk drying schedules are intermittent in most 
balancing plants, while dry buttermilk inventories continue tight in the spot 
market. However, dry buttermilk supplies are expected to increase by the 
end of this week as most balancing plants will run at full capacity during the 
upcoming holiday weekend. 
  
Prices for: Western U.S., All First Sales, F.O.B., Conventional, and Edible Buttermilk 
Price Range ; $/LB:                                      .8200 - .9500  
Mostly Range - ; $/LB:                                   .8500 - .9300  
 
 
 

 
DRY WHOLE MILK - U.S. . 

 
The great need for milk fat among manufacturers is pushing national dry 
milk prices up. In fact, during this week, national f.o.b. spot prices for dry 
whole milk significantly increased on a stronger market, which is a typical 
behavior of a highly volatile market niche. At this point, international WMP 
values are well below the U.S. national dry whole milk prices. This, added 
to the constant strength of the dollar, could represent a great competitive 
disadvantage when it comes to exporting. Meanwhile, back to the national 
market, dry whole milk requests from bakers and hot chocolate dry mix 
manufacturers are active as the year-end holiday and winter season are 
close. 
  
Prices for: U.S., All First Sales, F.O.B., Conventional, and Edible Dry Whole Milk 
Price Range  - 26% Butterfat; $/LB:                   1.5000 - 1.6700  
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