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     Fluid Milk and Cream - Central U.S. 

     Report 43 - Released on October 25, 2018 

     As East and Western dairy plants have begun to report clearing heavier milk volumes, 
     Midwestern dairy processors continue to report a regional tightness. Southeastern plants, 
     bottling and other, are still pulling loads from the South Central and Midwest, when 
     trucking allows. Regional milk handlers say there is a surge of inquiries for extra milk 
     loads through the end of the year. However, they suggest that the same customers are 
     unwilling to negotiate mid to longer term contracts beyond Q4. Cheese producers reported few 
     spot prices this week, ranging from $.50 to $1.50 over. Cheese contacts are concerned about 
     spot milk premiums while cheese markets continue to falter. Cream prices climbed this week, 
     as availability has gone from low to lower. Some contacts suggest they do not expect a 
     short-term change on the cream market. More cream is being cleared, in larger volumes, into 
     cream cheese/seasonal dip production. Corn and soybean farmers are busy harvesting in the 
     chilly, but relatively dry Midwest. Some upper Midwestern no-till farmers reported getting 
     winter wheat planted. They are hopeful that true fall weather will last, in order for their 
     wheat to see a little growth, ahead of the cold winter. 

     National Retail Report Dairy ± Fluid Milk Summary 
     Advertised Prices at Major Retail Supermarket Outlets ending during the period of 
     10/19/2018 to 10/25/2018 

     Half Gallon, All Fat Tests 
                                      Weighted Average Price 
     National             This Period     Last Week     Last Year 
      Organic                 $4.11         $3.88         $3.70 
      Conventional            $2.37         $2.24         $2.56 

     Regional (Conventional)Wtd. Ave.        Low           High 
      Alaska                   n.a.          n.a.          n.a. 
      Hawaii                   n.a.          n.a.          n.a. 
      Midwest                  n.a.          n.a.          n.a. 
      Northeast               $2.29         $2.29         $2.29 
      Northwest                n.a.          n.a.          n.a. 
      South Central           $2.69         $2.69         $2.69 
      Southeast               $2.65         $2.50         $2.79 
      Southwest               $1.69         $1.69         $1.69 



     Regional (Organic)     Wtd. Ave.        Low           High 
      Alaska                  n.a.           n.a.          n.a. 
      Hawaii                 $5.99          $5.99         $5.99 
      Midwest                $3.00          $3.00         $3.00 
      Northeast              $4.58          $2.69         $5.99 
      Northwest              n.a.            n.a.          n.a. 
      South Central          n.a.            n.a.          n.a. 
      Southeast              $3.88           $3.79         $4.29 
      Southwest              $3.74           $2.99         $4.49 

     Gallon, All Fat Tests 
                                      Weighted Average Price 
     National             This Period     Last Week     Last Year 
      Organic               $5.39     $7.34     $5.99 
      Conventional          $2.49     $3.02     $2.25 

     Regional (Conventional)Wtd. Ave.        Low           High 
      Alaska                  $2.64         $1.99         $3.89 
      Hawaii                   n.a.          n.a.          n.a. 
      Midwest                 $2.45         $1.88         $2.99 
      Northeast                n.a.          n.a.          n.a. 
      Northwest               $1.99         $1.99         $1.99 
      South Central           $2.51         $1.99         $2.99 

      Southeast                n.a.          n.a.          n.a. 
      Southwest               $2.77         $2.69         $2.99 

     Regional (Organic)     Wtd. Ave.        Low           High 
      Alaska                  n.a.          n.a.         n.a. 
      Hawaii                  n.a.          n.a.         n.a. 
      Midwest                 n.a.          n.a.         n.a. 
      Northeast              $4.78         $3.99        $5.99 
      Northwest              $5.00         $5.00        $5.00 
      South Central           n.a.          n.a.         n.a. 
      Southeast              $5.99         $5.99        $5.99 
      Southwest              $6.99         $6.99        $6.99 
      Southeast               n.a.          n.a.         n.a. 
      Southwest              $6.99         $6.99        $6.99 

     Midwestern U.S., F.O.B. Cream 
     Multiples Range - All Classes:               1.2800 - 1.3850 



     Price Range - Class II; $/LB Butterfat:      2.9750 - 3.1453 
     Multiples Range - Class II:                  1.3100 - 1.3850 

     Information for the period October 22 - 26, 2018, issued weekly 
     Published by: 
     Dairy Market News - Madison, WI 
     ISRAEL WEBER, 608-422-8601 
     Email: israel.weber@ams.usda.gov 

     Additional Dairy Market News Information: 
     Dairy Market News (DMN) by Phone: (608)422-8602 
     DMN Website: http://www.ams.usda.gov/market-news/dairy 
     DMN Database Portal: http://www.marketnews.usda.gov/mnp/da-home 


